[image: image1.jpg]The Okehampton to Tavistock line would provide a higher standard diversionary route
although not without its own problems. We continue to focus at present on delivering the
section from Bere Alston to Tavistock in order to reconnect Tavistock to Plymouth and the
national network. This will be provided as a single track extension from Bere Alston but
will not prevent one day extending on to Meldon. At present however no work will take
place on the Meldon to Tavistock section as it is not envisaged that this line is likely to
reopen in the medium term.

The South Western Main Line will continue to receive our attention. As you are aware the
opening last December of the loop at Axminster allowed the operation of an hourly
service. However to do so meant operating standard semi-fast services which alternate
stops each hour at some stations. In the short term the new station to serve the new
community at Cranbrook will be delivered. Longer term it is Devon County Council's
continued aspiration to operate an additional service each hour to Axminster providing a
half hourly service on this route within Devon. As such we will continue to investigate what
infrastructure will be needed to do so.

Thank you very much for your previous comments on these issues. | do hope you find this
response helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Black
Head of Planning and Transportation
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6 October 2010
Dear Mr Hartley

I am writing to you in response to your letter of 12" August regarding Feasibility studies for
reopening the Teign Valley and Okehampton — Tavistock lines and improvements on the
South Western Main Line within Devon.

Rail passenger use is at its highest level nationally since the Second World War with 1274
million passenger journeys in 2008/9. In the South West this has been replicated with 5%
growth year on year in recent years. In Devon growth has been higher with significant
growth year on year on all the branch lines and around Exeter.

As you quite rightly say Devon once had an extensive rail network providing excellent
coverage for the county. Nonetheless while Devon faced very extensive cuts to these
lines between the 1950’s and the early 1970’s it still possesses a network connecting the
principle settlements in the County and the region. These include not only the main line
through Dawlish linking Exeter with Plymouth and Torbay but also the South Western
Main line through East Devon and a number of branch lines radiating from these.

The sea wall at Dawlish is an area of considerable concern for the future and in recent
years Network Rail has improved the warning system in place for the sea wall and
undertaken work to protect the wall from being undermined. It has also established bi-
directional working along the up line so that in times of disruption the line can continue to
provide a lesser service while the down line next to the wall itself is temporarily closed.

With regard to the lines you have requested feasibility studies on | can confirm that Devon
County Council will at some point be undertaking further work on the South Western Main
Line between Exeter and Axminster. However no work will be undertaken at present on
the reopening of the Okehampton to Tavistock route or the Teign Valley route.

The Teign Valley route ran through a sparsely populated rural area providing little demand
for its reopening. It was constructed as a rural single track line with passing places and
poor curvature. As such any potential it has as a diversionary route is limited due to the
lack of capacity and low line speeds. Furthermore as you state there are a number of
obstacles to reconstructing the line. The A30 and the recently opened road Grace road
link bisect the line in Alphington and the A38 is constructed on its former alignment in
places. §
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